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Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen  
 
We are approaching the finale of our fifth gathering, devoted to environment protection and sustainable 
development of our region. We saw many good results already achieved here, among others signing of 
few new multilateral agreements. I'm very happy that the Republic of Macedonia was able to sign two of 
them, namely the Protocols on SEA and PRTR. This is the last decision we have to make before going 
home. We need to endorse the Declaration that has been hardly negotiated by our representatives in the 
WGSO, to whom I applaud for the extraordinary achievement. 
 
I'm proud to see that we have achieved quite some results in the past five years and therefore very much 
convinced that the new commitments we, I'm sure, will undertake, will be achieved in the years to follow. 
However, we must bear in mind the rapid changing of our region, in positive direction of course. Just in 
Aarhus EU was numbering hardly one quarter of UNECE member states, but today they are almost 
double. This is very important for the Republic of Macedonia since EU integration and the process of 
stabilization and association is top issue of my Government. 
 
We have seen in the past years excellent examples of regional cooperation and partnerships. REReP is the 
perfect one, on which I'm sure we should build others, like EECCA strategy. I'm pleased to welcome this 
strategy but as well to underline our interest in its implementation.  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
I truly believe that the Republic of Macedonia and the countries in the South-East Europe has accumulated 
substantial experience and knowledge to be exchanged and transferred to the EECCA region. In this 
respect we need to workout the appropriate mechanisms, in the framework of the Environment for Europe 
process. Bilateral agreements may be a good one, and I want to tell you that yesterday I had a fruitful 
meeting with His Excellency minister Schevcuk, where we agreed to negotiate and sign such one in the 
near future. Certainly, this and other actions are expected to be strongly backed-up with technical and 
financial assistance by the international donor community. Let us try to use that assistance in a cost-
effective way, and I'm sure that the use of existing experience and its transfer to EECCA region is offering 
that. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Our experts spent a lot of resources and efforts to figure out how often we should meet each other. Let me 
be very open with you. It is not important how frequently we will meet, or whether we are welcoming or 
noting something. On the contrary, the importance is laying with the implementation of the commitments 
we are making on such occasion. Therefore, I want to appeal all of you to make every effort in the 
implementation of the outcomes of this Conference. We "NOTE" that environment knows no borders; let 
us prove that. 
At the end, allow me, once again, to congratulate minister Schevcuk and the people of Ukraine for the 
organization and hosting us at our fifth gathering.  
 
Thank you very much.  


